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The Honorable Mary Hooper 
Chair, Vermont House Appropriations Committee 
115 State Street 
Montpelier, Vermont 05633 
 
Dear Chairs Hooper, 
 
The Legislative Tourism Caucus appreciates very much your work, and that of your committee, 
throughout this year on the various pieces of legislation that have come through your 
committee, most especially those relating to issues of importance to the still-struggling tourism 
and hospitality sector of our economy. 
 
We are writing today to respectfully request that you support Governor Scott’s proposal to use 
$50 million of American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds for Economic Recovery Grants. 
 
As you are aware, there is a demonstrated $500 million of unmet need that remains for 2020.   
 
While $50 million will not cover that amount of need, the Tourism Caucus believes the inclusion 
of this amount in the budget is a critical next step as we try to address the continued financial 
stress felt by our state’s small businesses as a result of this pandemic.   
 
In addition to including the Governor’s proposal of using $50 million in ARPA funds for the 
Economic Recovery Grants, there are important provisions that should also be included in the 
final budget in order to ensure our small businesses are able to emerge from this pandemic 
successfully. 
 
Specifically, we would ask the following: 

1) Expand the grant program to include employers who can demonstrate a loss beyond the 
year 2020 to those who can demonstrate a loss until May 1, 2021; 

2) Give authority to the Joint Fiscal Committee, after the legislature adjourns, to make 
additional appropriations to the grant program should the reports from the Agency of 
Commerce and Community Development (ACCD) indicate the grant program is 
oversubscribed; and 

3) Provide flexibility to ACCD to provide additional support to particular small businesses 
on the basis of unique circumstances that are severely inhibiting their ability to recover 
from this pandemic. 

 



The Tourism Caucus, and those Vermonters for whom we advocate, appreciates the assistance 
provided by the State throughout this pandemic, but we are very concerned that the needs of 
our hospitality industry are still very significant.  The ARPA funds provided by the federal 
government are designed to ensure our economic recovery as a state.  The best way to do that 
is to ensure our small businesses are able to overcome the challenges they continue to face 
during this pandemic and to help them invest in their businesses, support their employees, and 
contribute to the health and vitality of their communities. 
 
Thank you very much for your consideration of our request.  Please feel free to contact any of us 
if you have any questions or would like further information. 
 
 
Very Sincerely, 
 
 
Rep. Heidi E. Scheuermann  Rep. Stephanie Jerome  Rep. Jim Harrison 
 
Rep. Kathleen James   Rep. Kari Dolan   Rep. Woodman Page 
 
Rep. Kelley Pajala   Rep. Mary Morrissey  Rep. James Gregoire 
 
Rep. Jessica Brumsted   Rep. Sally Achey  Rep. Felisha Leffler 
 
Rep. Terri Williams   Rep. Sarita Austin  Rep. Lisa Hango 
 
Rep. Laura Sibilia   Rep. Bob Hooper  Rep. Gabrielle Stebbins 
 
Rep. Seth Bongartz   Rep. Barbara Rachelson   
 
cc:  
Jill Krowinski, Speaker, Vermont House of Representatives 
Members, Vermont House Appropriations Committee 
Members, Vermont House Commerce and Economic Development Committee   
  


