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Deane C. Davis Outstanding Business of the Year Award  
Standards of Excellence, Criteria & Eligibility 

 
The Deane C. Davis Outstanding Vermont Business of the Year Award is the prestigious 
recognition of a company in Vermont who has met the highest standards of excellence in the 
past year to improving its sales, the work environment for its employees, and its contribution of 
its resources to its community. 
 
The honoree has demonstrated success through: 

 Continued growth in number of employees or sales 

 Commitment of company resources, including employees to community projects 

 Recognition of the environment as a natural and economic resource for Vermont 

 Creation of a positive work environment for all employees 
 
The economic well-being of Vermont rests squarely on the success of its businesses, large and 
small, which provide jobs, products, and services to consumers in Vermont, across the United 
States and around the world. Many companies in Vermont fully exemplify the Deane C. Davis 
Outstanding Vermont Business Standards of Excellence. They have used these standards as a 
guideline to improve their business, their employees and their community. These standards are 
relevant to all businesses, small and large. 
 
Meeting the highest standards of excellence is the direct cause of the success of any business. 
Even if the market is ready and consumers are willing, the ability to attain the highest standards 
of excellence combined with a clear, definable mission statement is vital to any company’s 
longevity. 
 
The following questions should be used as guidelines and examples for companies as they 
prepare their submissions for nomination. The company should demonstrate success by: 
 
Continued growth in number of employees and/or sales 
Does the company have a clear mission statement that allows sustainable growth for itself and 
its employees? Do the company’s goals and objectives create incentive for sustained growth? 
Does the company’s marketing strategy keep up with a constantly changing marketplace? 
 
Commitment of company resources, including employees to community projects 
Does the company have a community relations function at its corporate level? Does the 
company encourage employees to participate in community projects? Are company officers 
involved in community projects? 
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Recognition of the environment as a natural and economic resource for Vermont 
Does company policy incorporate Vermont’s natural environment in the production or 
marketing of its product(s)? Is the company actively involved in the development of local, 
regional or state natural and economic environmental policies? 
 
Creation of a positive work environment for all employees 
Does the company involve its employees in operational policy creation? Does the company 
create incentives for employee participation in company and community projects? Does the 
company’s human resources policies provide for meaningful and continuing employee 
evaluation? 
 
 

Eligibility 
To be eligible the nominated business must have its corporate headquarters in Vermont for at 
least 10 years. Subsidiaries of international corporations may also be nominated if their U.S. 
headquarters are based in Vermont and if they operate largely autonomously.  Please note, this 
award is designated to a for-profit business as the judging committee will take the growth of 
sales into consideration. 
 

General Information 
Anyone may nominate a business for the Deane C. Davis Outstanding Vermont Business of the 
Year Award. The nomination may be made by the business itself, a government agency, or 
interested individuals. 
 
The award will be presented in May at the Vermont Chamber Business & Industry EXPO at the 
Sheraton Hotel & Conference Center in Burlington, Vermont. 
 
The screening committee may request additional information from nominators, references or 
the company itself for the judge’s consideration. All entries and supplementary materials will 
become the property of the Vermont Chamber of Commerce and will not be returned. 
Decisions of the judging committee are final. 
 
Because the Deane C. Davis Outstanding Vermont Business of the Year Award is designed to 
recognize the total commitment of a company, nominations should describe the entire scope of 
the company’s mission.   
 


